
Glenbow Ranch

Provincial Park Wetland Program
uShallow Open Water Wetland



What is a wetland?

uIn Alberta we describe wetlands as:

uLand saturated with water long enough to promote the 

formation of water altered soils, growth of water tolerant 

vegetation, and various kinds of biological activity that are 

adapted to the wet environment.

uWetlands are also the home, for at least some part of the 

year, for many fish, birds, and other animals, meeting 

essential breeding, nesting, nursery, and feeding needs. 

Without wetlands, some wildlife species would disappear.



What functions can wetlands provide?
uFiltering/purifying ðpollutants and chemicals from runoff

uFlood mitigation ðtemporary storage of water after it rains (water seeps into the ground and/or 

evaporates)

uCarbon sinks ðplants and soils store carbon dioxide CO2

uHabitat -òBiological Supermarketsó providing food and water, habitat stages for life cycles, 

shelter, nesting

uWater quality/Nutrient cycling ðimproves as water is retained and decomposition of organic 

matter putting nutrients into food chain

uRecreation ðphotography, fishing, trapping, canoeing

Social ðphotography, playing, fishing, hunting, 

trapping and enjoying the outdoors.



Do you know 

what the 

fresh water 

zones are of 

a pond?



Whoõs in your wetland?

Tiger Salamander

Ruddy Duck

Boreal Chorus FrogMallard

Boreal Toad Muskrat


