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Discover Archaeology 2014-2015 

Kindergarten Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students…  

Ancient Music …discover musical instruments from the past through puzzles. They compare the 
instruments form the past to similar instruments common today.  

Artifact Sorting …sort a collection of artifacts into groups (from a group with 1 artifact to a group 
with 10) according to their similarities. 

Changing Seasons ..examine how people adapt to different climates, and match different homes 
and clothing to their appropriate environments. 

Fossil or Artifact …learn the difference between fossils and artifacts. They must sort a collection 
and determine whether an item is a fossil or an artifact. 

Old and New …match artifacts with their modern counterparts. 

One Stop Bison 
Shop 

…examine artifacts made out of different parts of the bison to learn about the 
importance and utility of this animal to the First Nations people.  

Tipis …practice numeracy and colours by replicating designs on a paper tipi. 

Zooarchaeology …identify animal bones and reassemble a real bison skeleton. 

 

  



Discover Archaeology 2014-2015 

Grade 1 Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students… 

Fossil or Artifact …learn the difference between fossils and artifacts. They must sort a 
collection and determine whether an item is a fossil or an artifact. 

Grid Mapping …use a grid of letters and numbers to identify and draw the location of 
artifacts as well as place a series of artifacts in the correct location based on 
their grid coordinates. 

One Stop Bison Shop …examine artifacts made out of different parts of the bison to learn about the 
importance and utility of this animal to the First Nations people.  

Pottery Analysis: 
Decoration 

…are introduced to different kinds of pottery decoration and the tools used to 
make them. Students may have a chance to try out the styles using 
playdough. 

Skulls and Teeth …learn how to identify carnivores and herbivores using real animal skulls. 

Time Capsule …draw and label items they would put in a time capsule for archaeologists to 
discover in the future, and what they could learn from the items they choose. 

Tipis …learn about how tipi patterns are chosen and passed down through families. 
They then decorate a paper tipi representing their own family. 

Zooarchaeology …identify animal bones and reassemble a real bison skeleton. 
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Grade 2 Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students… 

Laboratory Analysis …weigh and measure different artifacts to try and answer specific questions 
about the artifacts themselves and the people who used them 

Linguistics …learn how to identify ancient languages and how archaeologists translate 
languages that no longer exist. Students then get to spell their name in 
hieroglyphs to take home. 

Mammals, Fish and 
Birds 

…learn how zooarchaeologists identify mammal, fish and bird bones found at 
archaeological sites. 

Mystery Artifacts …use clue cards to identify a series of historic mystery artifacts, and match 
them to their descriptions. 

Pottery Analysis: 
Form and Function 

…examine broken pieces of pottery to learn about the different classifications 
archaeologists use to identify what part of the pot each piece is from. 
Students also learn how the shape of a broken piece can tell archaeologists 
what it was used for (plate, cup etc.) 

Relative Dating: 
Stratigraphy 

…sort through a collection of materials and group them according to what 
family member (parents, grandparents, brother, sister, and baby) they belong 
to and then order them from oldest to youngest. 

Tipis …learn about how tipi patterns are chosen and passed down through families. 
They then decorate a paper tipi representing their own family. 

Where in Canada …examine a series of artifacts from Inuit, Acadian and First Nations Plains 
cultures. 

Zooarchaeology …identify animal bones and reassemble a real bison skeleton. 
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Grade 3 Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students… 

Ancient History: Quipus …learn about the Inca system of tying knots to record information 
(quipus). Students then make their own quipu, recording information 
about themselves. 

Garbage-ology …examine modern day trash. They first identify each of the items and then 
answer a series of questions based on their interpretation of the materials. 

Maps and Directions …use cardinal directions to describe a model landscape and the help an 
archaeologist get from her home to her archaeological site. 

Mosaic Art …examine mosaics created by the Romans, and then create one of their 
own using coloured magnets. 

Taphonomy …learn to identify different processes (burning, weathering, rodent and 
carnivore tooth marks, root etching, and cut marks) that affect bones at 
archaeological sites. 

This World Rocks …complete a chart using clue cards to learn about different types of rocks 
and their properties, and what archaeological sites around the world they 
were used to build. 

Where in the World …identify the country of origin for a series of artifacts. 

World Travels …progress around a map, visiting India, Peru, Ukraine, and Tunisia, 
learning about each country’s past, and identifying archaeological sites 
and artifacts in each country. 

Zooarchaeology …identify animal bones and reassemble a real bison skeleton. 

Simulated Excavations 
(full day only) 

…excavate, document, and identify an archaeological site. Possibilities 
include Roman, Indian and Peruvian artifacts. 
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Grade 4 Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students… 

Artifact or Ecofact …identify and sort items into artifact (objects humans have interacted with) 
and ecofact (things left behind by nature) categories. 

Cataloguing 
Artifacts 

…describe and identify artifacts from Canada’s Native past. 

Maps and 
Airphotos 

...identify Calgary landmarks using maps and real life air photos. 

Pot Mending …mend a broken pot from a First Nations culture, and learn how ceramics help 
archaeologists date sites and define cultures. 

Projectile Points …name and sort spear, atlatl, and arrow points by type and age, and learn how 
they were made. 

Rock Art …learn about pictographs, petroglyphs, zoomorphs, and anthropomorphs, and 
interpret the meaning of samples of Alberta rock art. 

Tales Bones Tell …use simple observations to determine the age of animals based on their 
skeletal remains. Then use this information to discover what season of the 
year native people were hunting at sample archaeological sites. 

Zooarchaeology …reassemble a real bison and learn what valuable information bones provide 
to an archaeologist. 

Simulated 
Excavations (full 
day only) 

…excavate, document, and identify a site representing a component of 
Alberta’s archaeological past. Possibilities include a 9000 year old bison kill 
site, a 2000 year old tool manufacturing location, a 250 year old bison 
processing camp site, a post-1820AD fur trade site, and early 20th century barn, 
or an early 20th century kitchen. 
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Grade 5 Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students… 

Breaking the Borden 
Code 

…learn how Canadian archaeologists give each site a code that specifies its 
exact location. Then identify significant Canadian archaeological sites by their 
Borden Code. 

I am Canadian! …learn about the many immigrant cultures that make Canada the country it is 
today. They identify artifacts left behind by characters from representative 
cultures. 

It’s in the Bones …identify deer, bison, and horse bones and what parts of the body each bone 
came from. They also learn about the introduction of the horse to Alberta and 
how this helps archaeologists interpret site age. 

Preservation …learn about how different environmental conditions affect preservation of 
artifacts found at archaeological sites. Students determine whether or not a 
variety of materials will decay or preserve. 

Projectile Points …name and sort spear, atlatl, and arrow points by type and age, and learn 
how they were made. 

Stylin’ Seriation …learn how styles change in artifacts, and how these changing styles help 
archaeologists order sites by age. 

Zooarchaeology …reassemble a real bison skeleton and learn how modifications bade to the 
bones can tell us about how past peoples butchered the animals. 

Simulated 
Excavations (full day 
only) 

…excavate, document, and identify a site representing a component of 
Canada’s archaeological past. Possibilities include a 500 year old farming and 
fishing site from Manitoba, a 1755AD Acadian pub, an 18252AD Inuit site, and 
an 1865AD West Coast Haida craft area.  
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Grade 6 Stations 

 
Station Name    At this station, students… 

Dendrochronology …use tree rings to date archaeological sites. 

DNA …follow the movements of human populations around the world through 
their DNA. 

Human or Animal …learn how to tell the difference between human and animal bones. 

MNI Ossossane …learn to identify the minimum number of individuals found buried at a 
site, and the find the MNI of a Wendat ossuary. 

Paleoethnobotany …examine plant remains and learn how different plants were used by past 
peoples and how plant remains can help archaeologists reconstruct past 
environments 

Projectile Ponts …name and sort spear, atlatl, and arrow points by type and age, and learn 
how they were made. 

Zooarchaeology …identify animal bones and reassemble a real bison skeleton. 

Simulated Excavations 
(full day only) 

…excavate, document, and identify a site representing a component of 
Huron (Iroquois) archaeology. Possibilities include a 17th century human 
burial site; late 17th century deer kill site; a late 18th century Jesuit mission; 
or an early 19th century Huron longhouse. 

 


